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COUNCIL MEETING – 16th SEPTEMBER 2015

NOTICE OF: Reference No: Date Received: Date Forwarded:

White Paper Amendment A1 to WP1 15/9/15 15/9/15

Submitted by: Councillor Judith Blake
Relevant Board/Regulatory Panel: Executive Board 
Executive Member/Chair: Leader of Council
Relevant Director Chief Executive 

Delete all after “This Council” and replace with:

“notes the Chancellor set a deadline of 4th September for areas to submit bids for devolution to 
Government and that members of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, the North Yorkshire 
District Councils of Craven, Harrogate and Selby, and City of York Council reached agreement to 
submit proposals based on the Leeds City Region geographic area. 

Council believes that the Leeds City Region strongly aligns with the economic and practical 
realities of the day to day lives of people who live and/or work in Leeds. Council recognises the 
improved outcomes already delivered through devolution to the Leeds City Region, such as 
through the Devolved Youth Contract and support to business growth through the Local 
Enterprise Partnership Investment Panel.  Council notes that the Leeds City Region geography 
matches the area covered by the Local Enterprise Partnership, which was itself initiated by 
central Government.  

Council further notes the Chancellor’s insistence that mayoral governance form part of any 
devolution agreement, despite the people of Leeds rejecting a mayor in the 2012 referendum. 
This Council is clear that any acceptance of this form of governance will only be considered if 
significant powers and resources are devolved by Whitehall, rather than taken up from Leeds 
City Council, as part of any agreement.     

This Council believes that regardless of the geography and governance arrangements of any 
devolution deal, Leeds City Council should itself continue to collaborate with partners across the 
city, regionally, nationally and internationally in order to produce the conditions to grow the Leeds 
economy and create much needed jobs for Leeds’ residents.”

Full motion will then read:

“This Council notes the Chancellor set a deadline of 4th September for areas to submit bids for 
devolution to Government and that members of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, the 
North Yorkshire District Councils of Craven, Harrogate and Selby, and City of York Council 
reached agreement to submit proposals based on the Leeds City Region geographic area. 

Council believes that the Leeds City Region strongly aligns with the economic and practical 
realities of the day to day lives of people who live and/or work in Leeds. Council recognises the 
improved outcomes already delivered through devolution to the Leeds City Region, such as 
through the Devolved Youth Contract and support to business growth through the Local 
Enterprise Partnership Investment Panel.  Council notes that the Leeds City Region geography Page 1



matches the area covered by the Local Enterprise Partnership, which was itself initiated by 
central Government.  

Council further notes the Chancellor’s insistence that mayoral governance form part of any 
devolution agreement, despite the people of Leeds rejecting a mayor in the 2012 referendum. 
This Council is clear that any acceptance of this form of governance will only be considered if 
significant powers and resources are devolved by Whitehall, rather than taken up from Leeds 
City Council, as part of any agreement.     

This Council believes that regardless of the geography and governance arrangements of any 
devolution deal, Leeds City Council should itself continue to collaborate with partners across the 
city, regionally, nationally and internationally in order to produce the conditions to grow the Leeds 
economy and create much needed jobs for Leeds’ residents.”

 

Deadlines for submission

White Papers -  10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons
Questions -   10.00 am on Monday before the meeting
Amendments -   10.00 am on the day before the meeting
(including references back)

(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and 
distribution made)
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COUNCIL MEETING – 16th September 2015

NOTICE OF: Reference No: Date Received: Date Forwarded:

Amendment A2 to WP1 15/09/15 15/09/15

Submitted by: Councillor Barry Anderson
Relevant Board/Regulatory Panel: Executive Board 
Executive Member/Chair: Leader of Council
Relevant Director Director of City Development

Add to the end of the motion:

‘This Council therefore instructs the Leader of Council to convey the Council’s view to Her Majesty’s 
Government.’

Motion will read:

This Council believes it is in the best interest of the citizens of Leeds to be part of a devolved authority 
made up of West Yorkshire Councils, North Yorkshire Councils, and the East Riding and Hull.

This would create a Northern Powerhouse able to compete, not only on a local and regional scale, but on 
a national and international scale and would provide a devolved authority area stretching from the 
Pennines to the sea.

This Council therefore instructs the Leader of Council to convey the Council’s view to Her Majesty’s 
Government.’

Councillor Barry Anderson

Deadlines for submission

White Papers -  10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons
Questions -   10.00 am on Monday before the meeting
Amendments -   10.00 am on the day before the meeting
(including references back)

(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and 
distribution made)
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